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EDGAR ALLAN POE,
commemorate his first sight of this lady when, on his way back from his first visit to Boston, in the summer of 1845, he had observed her among the roses of her garden in the moonlight. Whether this legend he true or not — and there is no reason to doubt it — the scene of the Hues is clearly a mere elaboration of that suggested in the seventli stanza of Mrs. Whitman's " The Raven," in connection with the vista obviously repeated from his lines of the previous year to Mrs. Shew. This poem was afterwards printed in the " Union Magazine" for November; but as at this time it drew no acknowledgment from its object, to whom, although he had not as yet been introduced, he sent a written copy still without his name, he soon after, June 10, applied to his visitor of the prbvi'6'iia autumn, Miss Anna Blackwell, "who was then at Providence, and begged her to write him something about Mrs. Whitman, and added " keep my secret — that is to say, let no one know I have asked you to do so."1 This lady did not answer his note ; on the contrary, hearing Miss Maria Mcln-tosh, another literary woman, tell Mrs. Whitman that one evening at Fordham a month previously Poe had talked only of her, Miss Blackwell gave the letter at once to Mrs, Whitman herself, who continued to observe an obstinate silence towards her admirer.3 * Ittgrafn, n. 165.
»>6f, M«t. Whltmim to K. H. Stoddard, September 30,1872, Stoddard, exxxiv. - oxxxlx,rds elaborated into the beautiful, if not impassioned poem " To Helen," which is supposed to
